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To the Ricur Hoxovnapre 
RIGHT REVEREND Father in G OD, 


NATHANAEL Lord CREW, 


Lord Biſhop of Durbam. 


My LORD, AY FR 
HE following Diſconrſe be- 
ning preach'd by your Lord- 
ſhip's particular Appbint- 
ment, and upon an Occaſion, 
where the Lord Biſhop of London ach- 
ed in your ſtead and by your Commiſ- 
wg > 2ͤð 1X 


DEDICATION. 
fron, I could not think of any Protection 


that I could more rightfully intreat, or 
more uſefully employ, to cover the De- 17 
fects of the Performance, than that of 7: 
your Lordſhip. But beſides theſe Con- 7 
es: the Subject of it naturaly Wl 1 
led me to beg the Countenance of ont 9 
whoſe Epiſcopal Cares, for near half a ct 
Century, have been auß full aud ſuc- */ 
ceſifully employ'd in ſupporting that de- 9 
cent and orderly Worſhip, which is here 7 
defended. The regular and conforma- IL. 
ble State of your Lordſhip's Dioceſe, Wl #: 
which is indeed the moſt remarkably i 7: 
, any in the Kingdom, ſhews youll 2+ 
 ftendy and zealous Encouragement 0 50 
the external Diſcipline of our Church, 7: 
and withal juſtifies the Diſcerumem oi 

that wiſe Prince, who by ſpeedy but 
Juſt Steps aduanc'd you to that high Si. w 
ion, which you have ſo long fill 2 an Cl 
8 nd. It hath been your Lordſhip fl E 
ingular Felicity to join the Coronet i yo 
the Mitre, and by the hereditary Ti w 
of a noble Family to do Honour 10 af #1 


P lace 


DEDICATION. 

Place, where all others recensd it; 
and yet it hath been as much the Hap- 
pineſs of the Church, that your Tempo- 
ral Dignity never obſtructed your Spi- 
ritual Character, and that the Prelate 
was never loſt in the Peer. But ſtill 
your Lordſhip's unparallelld Munifi- 
cence to a College, in the Government 
of which you receibd early Omens of 
your future Greatneſs, hath added one 
Title more to thoſe of your Birth and 
Dignity, which is that of being the 
greateſt living Patron of Learning; a 
Title, my Lord, that will in diſtant A. 


ges ſet off and perpetuate the reſt, and 


will not be forgot, while Sciences flou- 


riſb, and Gratutude can find a Tongue. 


Divine Providence hath in part re- 
warded your eminent Zeal, Bounty and 
Charity, with an uncommon Length of 
Health, Vigour and Proſperity, and 
you will have the Prayers of all well- 
wiſhers to Religion or Learning forubeir 
long Continuance, 2 


Among 
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DEDICATION. 


Among theſe I beſeech your Lordſhip 


10 reckon my ſelf, and to believe me 1 


he with entire Reſpect and profound 
Submiſſion, e 


Myr LoRp, 
Vour Lordſhip's 
moſt Obedient 
and Obliged 


| Humble Servant, 
Fulham, OR. | 
. 1719. - 


Thomas Mangey. 
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B 0 OK F | written by the Reverend | Dr. E 
Mangey, and primed for William 
and John Innys. a 


J HE Wiſe Steward: ſet forth in a Ser- 

mon upon Charity, preach'd at the 
Parith Church of Chelſea, on Sunday the 29® 
of July, 8. 1716. „ 


II. Practical Diſcourſes upon the Lord's 
prayer. Preach'd before the Honourable So- 
ciety of Liucolus- Inn. Publiſh'd by the ſpe- 
cial Order of the Bench. The ſecond Editi- 
on, 89. 1717. | 

III. Remarks upon Nazarenus: Wherein 
the Falſity of Mr. Toland's Mahometan Go- 
ſpel, and his Miſrepreſentation of Mahome- 
tan Sentiments, in reſpect of Chriſtianity, are 
ſet forth; the Hiſtory of the old Nagar can 
clear'd up, and the whole Conduct of the firſt 
Chriſtians, in reſpect of the 7ewiſh Law, ex- 
* and defended. The ſecond Edition, 

8. 1719. | 5 


IV. Plain Notions of our Lord's Divinity, . 
ſet forth in a Sermon preached on Chriſimas- 


Dex 


Books written by Dr. Mangey. 
Day 1718, at the Royal Chapel of Mhitehall. 
The fourth Edition, 8*. 1719. ; 


V. The eternal Exiſtence of our Lord 7e. 
fas Chrift, ſer forth in a Sermon at the Lord 
Biſhop of #/7zncheſter's Viſitation at Chertſey 
in the County of Surrey, on Friday the 220 
of May. 8*. 1719. 
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RON becometh. thy 2 


for ever. 


== HE Words of choices offet a 
Wy] Subjet: ſuitable to this pious Oc- 
BH caſion; and in diſcourſing of them, 
upon account of the preſent So- 
lemnity, I ſhall endeavour to uſe 
al convenient Brevity. You who are the Inha- 
bitants of this Place, are already beforehand 
vith me in this Subject: Vour uncommon Ge- 
deroſity in building and endowing this Chureh, 
and the pions Zeal you have expreſsd for its 
Conſecration, do 5 teſtify your Per- 
ſnaſton, rhat it is a Matter both of Duty and 
Expediency, to worſhip the Lord 5 the 
Beauty of Holineſs ; that the Worſhip which 
ve owe to the Sovereign of all T mw s is moſt 
icceptably to him, and moſt beneficially to 
dur ſelves, perfbtmt d in the Places <decicated 


B to 


2 The Holmeſs of 
to his more immediate Uſe and Service. Yor 
ſeem therefore, without my Pains, fully con- 
vinc'd of the Holineſs of Churches, and of 
thoſe unipeakable Bleſſings of which you are 
put into Poſſeſſion by this ſolemn Act of De. 
dication; and my Buſineſs as a Preacher, ig 
rather to confirm and encourage thoſe good 
Affections, than to raiſe and excite them. 

The decent and devout Joy which is gene 
rally expreſs'd upon thele Occaſions, is very 
agreeable to the Sentiments and Practice off 
'Believers in all Ages; it is the Reſult of a ſeri 
ous and well diſpoſed Mind, and beſpeaks 4 
right Judgment of, and due Thankfulneſs for 
the Bleſſings of Chriſtianity. And on the of 
ther ſide, when theſe Opportunities of adyan$ 
cing God's Glory and the Salvation of Mei 
are treated not only with Coldneſs and Ncy 
gle, but with impious Scorn and blaſpheſ 
mous Reproaches, how much doth this be 


5 


haviour betray a Diſregard to the Chriſtian In 


we | 
Thir 
the ! 
mak 
not. \ 


Opp 
ſurer 
Glor, 
may 
culec 
little 


ſtitution, and anſwer the prophetick Characteſ 
of the Scoffers in the laſt time? With how 
ready Condeſcenſion did King David leavi 


his Throne to meer the Ark of God, and witli 
how ſolemn Thankfulneſs did he receive it 
And yet the Dedication of a Chriſtian Church 


under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, doth afford a Com 
great Matter of Joy to us, as the receiving there 
of the Ark could to the Fews. If they with the 
ſo much Eagerneſs embraced the Types an, __ 


Shadows of future good Things, ſhould nd 
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Chriſtian Churches. 3 
we with, equal Affection receive thoſe good. 
Things themſelves? If they fo much valued 
the Attendance upon a Service that could nor 
make the comers thereunto perfect, ſhould 
not we do as much or more for the frequent 
Opportunity of thoſe Sacraments thar offer 
ſurer Means of Grace, and a nearer Hope of 
Glory ? It was the pious King's Lot, as it 
may probably be ours, to be ſcorn'd and ridi- 
culed for bis devour Joy by one, who having 
little Senſe of inward Religion, had the lets 
Regard for the outward Appearances. of it : 
But we ſhould believe, as we have great Rea- 
ſn to do, that the Comforts of a ſerious and 
cligious Mind are preferable to the Applauſes, 
and ſhould therefore over-bear the Reproaches 
of Men. OY 

Our bleſſed Lord was pleaſed to honour and 
anctify the Feaſt of the Dedication with his 
own Preſence, and the * primitive Chriſtians, 
whoſe Example next after his ſhould be our 
Rule, were wont to celebrate the Dedication 
of their Churches with laſting Anniverſaries: 
They had fo juſt a Senſe of the ſpiritual Bene- 
its which they receiv'd from frequently and 
dcently approaching the Altar, that they da- 
ted from the firſt Opportunity of doing ſo, the 
Commencement of their Happineſs; and did 
therefore as. thankfully commemorate it, as 
the moſt carnal- amongft us would any civil 


2 Sam, vi. 16. d Euſ. Hiſt. Eccl. I. 10. c. 3. 


B 2 or 


— 
— 


rewrote ng Dn —— 
D — 1 N r = — — — 


— CER; 


rg > - 


— 
— 


9 


4 The Holineſs of 
or temporal Deliverance. - Their Zeal in this 
Point was not, as ſome have affirm'd, and 0, 
thers have too readily beliey'd, the Effect of 
groſs Superſtition, which was not then known 
in the Church; but aroſe from a firm Perſua. 
ſion, that the Appointment of Times and Pla. 
ces for reli 51 5 Worthip promoted true De. 
votion, and that theſe being kept holy, tend. 
ed to make thoſe who obſerv'd them, holy in 
all their Converſation. a 
I ſhall endeayour in the following Diſcourſe, | 


I. To ſhew wherein the Holineſs of Pla- 
ces ſet apart for God's Service conſiſts. ; 
II. Set forth what is the natural Reſultf 
and Conſequence of ſuch Holineſs, ; 


I. I would ſhew wherein the Holineſl| 
of Places conſiſts. The Holineſs that is a4. 
crib'd to Places, is truly and ſignificantly cal- 
led relative, meaning thereby that it is not 
natural and intrinſick, but flows from that 
relation ſuch Places bear to God. The Holi- 
neſs of ſome Places above others, was at firſt 
occaſion'd by ſome uncommon Manifeſtations} ; 
of the divine Preſence in them. The Hiſtoryſ 
of old time furniſheth us with ſome Examples 
of the Almighty's appearing to and converſing 
with good Men, and for a time, as it were, ; 
circumſcribing that Immenſity that fills HeaY 
ven and Earth, Whatſoever Place God had 
ſanctified by his more immediate * F 

the 


Ground. 
ceſſary, to determine whether the Ancients 


—— 
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= Chriſhan Churches. 5 


they from that time uſed it with greater Re- 


verence; and by building an Altar, endeavour- 


ed to ſeparate and diſtinguiſh it from common 
It is not eaſy, nor indeed very ne- 


were directed by early Tradition, or the Sug- 


geſtions of natural Reaſon, to this Reverence 


of holy Places; but the Practice is juſtified 
by God's expreſs Declaration, who when he 
appear'd to Moſes in the Buſh, commanded 
him to put off his Shoes, for the Place, faith 


he, whereon thou ſtandes?, is holy Ground. 
The Jews could not want an Argument for 


the Holineſs of their Temple, from the viſible 
Appearance of divine Majeſty that reſted over 
the Sanctuary. God had led them through 


the Wildernels 1 a Cloud by Day, and a Pil. 


lar of Fire by. 


light; and as that viſible Ap- 


pearance of Glory follow'd the Tabernacle, ſo 


upon Solomon's Dedication of the Temple, it 
was at length fix'd there, over the Holy of 
Holies. The Temple was upon this account 


call'd zhe Houſe of God, the Tabernacle of 


the modi high, the Tent that he had pitch'd 
among Men. This Argument of the divine 
Preſence, which the Jeu call'd the Shechz- 


nab, continued during the firſt Temple, but 
was deny'd to the ſecond built by Nehemiah, 
cither to convince God's People of their want 
of the Meſſiah, or to lead them by degrees to 
that more perfect Diſcipline of the Goſpel, 
which was to. be guided by Faith, not by 

Ges _ 


ay 


> 


5 The Holinoſs of 

Sight. However, notwithſtanding this De- 
fect, the ſecond Temple, upon account of 
God's immediate Preſence once there, was ac- 
counted as holy, and uſed as reverently, as 
the former: They ſtill continued to think, as 
is evident from the Practice of our Lord and 
his Apoſtles, that their Prayers were offer'd 


to God more acceptably there, than in other 


Places. | 
The Chriftian Churches ſeem not to have 


ſucceeded to the Synagogues, which were ra- 


ther Places of Inſtruction than of the Few: 
Worſhip, but to the Temple wherein all the 
Benefits of the Covenant, and the legal Ex- 


iattons of Sin, were tranſacted; conforma- 


bly ro which the two Sacraments have, by a 


pious and ancient Cuſtom, been adminiſtred 


only in Churches, and have been accounted ir- 


regular, when adminiſtred in any other Place, 


The Chriſtians do not pretend to aſſert rhe 


Holinefs of their Churches upon account of 


any ſuch viſible Appearance, as the Zews had 
during the firft Temple; but they have as good 
Reaſon to believe it from the Aſſurance that 
the Son of God was pleaſed to give his Diſci- 
ples; when wo or three, ſaith he, are gather- 
ed together in my Name, there am 7? in the 
mid? of them. The Chriſtians are not ſo 
narrow as the Fews, who beliey'd their Wor- 
ſhip ineffectual if not offer'd in one Place on- 
ly; nor ſo wild as ſome late Sectaries, who 
belieye all Places alike: They are Pere 
i 


Chriſtian Churches. 7 


that, tho' we may every where lift up holy 


Hands to God, yet the Prayers that are-offer- 
ed-in. holy Places tend more to God's Glory 
and our own Benefit; they are there perform'd 
with greater Seriouſneſs and Attention, and 
therefore heard with a more favourable Ac- 
ceptance. 


The Neceſlity of ſetting apart Places for di- 


vine Worſhip, and the Holineſs of them when 


thus ſet apart, ſeem to have been already ſo 


well eſtabliſn'd by former Revelation, as not 


to need many expreſs Precepts upon that Sub- 
ject in the Goſpel. Tho' the particular Ap- 
pointment of the Temple, and the Confine- 
ment of Worſhip to that Place only were tem- 
porary Parts of the Jeuiſh Covenant, yet the 
Holineſs of Places ſolemnly dedicated. to God 
carry'd a moral Reaſon with it, and therefore 
was not aboli{h'd. with the. ceremonial part of 
the law. Our Saviour came not to deſtroy the 


Law, but to fulfil it; and therefore the mo- 


ral Precepts of it that promoted a due Regard 
to the divine Majeſty, remained in as. full 
Force as ever. For this Reaſon. the Hierar- 


chy of the Jeuiſh Church by Apoſtolick Pra- 


ctice and Inſtitution became, as St. Ferom 
obſerves, a Model to the: Chriſtian; their 
Feaſts and ſome of their Ceremonies were like- 


wiſe -retain'd upon account of the Analogy 
between the two Covenants. The Reaſon of 


\ ea un alk 4s at 44s. © ” EET as i SF WY e 
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_ © Epiſt- ad Evagtium, 


their 


8 The Holineſs of 


their Inſtitution did not ceaſe with the Tem- Saly 
ple Service, but continued to have the ſame Aﬀe 
Obligations upon Believers. Now this is the Plec 
Caſe of the Subject in hand; Holineſs of Pla- To 
ces was not ſo much a Precept of the cere. all © 
monial as of the moral Law, and therefore Rel 
was of a laſting Obligation. The Religion of agen 
Nature taught Men the Neceſſity and Expedi- nd 
ency of approaching the divine Worſhip with Chu 
Reverence and Solemnity, and that this would Voti 
be beſt done in Places devoutly ſet apart to thoſ 
that and no other Buſineſs. The Command act 1 
then of reverencing God's Sanctuary was not T, 
ſo given to the 7ews as to exclude the Chri- bs, 
ſtians; and the Reaſon of the Precept doth as Holi 
properly extend to the careful and devout Uſe tend! 
of Churches now, as it did then to that of the for 1 
n | 617 
But farther, what Reaſons could there be aſ- being 
ſign'd for the Holineſs and Reverence of Pla- coulc 
ces dedicated to God's Service, that are not Myſt 
as ſtrong and cogent under the Goſpel, as un- hic 
der the Law ? If it be for the Solemnity and Nad i 
Importance of the Service, or to raiſe ſuitable Thei 
Affections in thoſe that come to it, there is MWI'ce + 
nothing of this kind that is not as much, or WI? ere 
more neceſſary in the Chriſtian Church. Shall e h: 
not we reckon the Commemoration of a dy- large! 
ing Redeemer to be preferable to the Obla- ly Ul 
tions of Bulls and Goats? Should not we ſeek Mats 
for all due Means of approaching with Seri- nd e 
ouſneſs and Devotion theſe ſurer Means of M*onti: 
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Chriſtian Churches. 5 
Salvation, and with the greateſt Warmth of 
Affection, embrace the external Signs and 
Pledges of a Covenant founded upon better 
Promiſes. ,The Service of the Temple, with 
all irs Sacrifices and Expiations, was but a low 
Relemblance of that more excellent and more 
comfortable Sacrifice in the Lord's Supper ; 
ind they therefore who vilify the Holinels of 
Churches, ſeem to have unjuſt and unthankful 
Notions of the Chriſtian Covenant, and of 
thoſe Affections with which they ſhould tranſ- 
at it. | 
be Practice of the Apoſtles and firſt Belie- 
ers, ſeems to be an abundant Proof of that 
AJ Holineſs of Churches for which we are con- 


ending. Immediately after the Aſcenſion, and 
> Wor ſome time after, they frequented the Few- 


/ Temple at the ſtared Hours of Prayer, as 
being then the moſt holy Place: But as they 
could nor celebrate there the moſt ſolemn 
Myſtery of our Religion the Lord's Supper, 
MJ hich was then call'd breaking of Bread, they 


U- | . .. "OH 8 ; 
dad it in Houſes ſet apart for that Purpoſe. 
le heir Circumſtances would not, without No- 


ice and Danger from the Jews, ſuffer them 
o cre new Edifices; but their Practice ſeems 


all o have been to ſeparate and ſet apart ſome 
y- liger Room of a Believer's Houſe to that on- 
la. Ih Uſe. It is very probable that the Houſe of 
ek May, the Mother of John, was fo dedicated 
ri- and employ'd: And this Conjecture is farther 


confirm'd by Mr, Mede, who obſerves,. that 


God? where the Oppoſition of Houſes to Fat 


s The Holineſs of | 


the Greek Words var , Acts ii. 46. Which 


our Interpreters have tranſlated from Houſe fo third 
Houſe, thould be render'd in the Houſe, mcan- ! ſent. 
ing hereby the Houſe or Place of their con- rel 4 
{tant meeting to break Bread. But this is (till of 0 
more evident from the Reproof which S. Pau! Chu. 
gave the Corinthians, for prophaning the] ly 4 
Church by ſome Exceſſes at their Feaſts off n 
Charity; * have ye not Houſes to eat and 10 nd 
drink in; or deſpiſe ye the Church Mm read 


Church ſhews, that by Church is meant tbeſ ll 
Place of mecting. Hon 
However in the ſecond Century, when the the 

Number of Believers was much increaſed, audi "2" 
the Circumſtances of ſome rich Converts ena H 
bled them to do it, they began to erect Edi Cor 
ces for divine Worſhip. Their Courage in thi he 
Point was as remarkable as their Bounty andi n 
Charity, ſince they were at that time und the 
the Frowns and Gppreſſion of civil Power the 
and might by ſumptuous Buildings, for ſuc Ho 
ſome of them then were, provoke the Jealou ; Iſh 
iy or filthy Lucre of an unbelieving Gover [he 
pour. This Fact is not only atteſted by th due 
Chriſtian Writers, but by the © Heathen, WA ' 
may be allow'd competent Witneſſes in the the 
Caſe; and the Churches in all Probability Ul 


were very numerous in the latter end of thn | 


— —_—_— : 


r h 
© Vide Lamprid. in vita Alexandri, item Flav. Vopiſſ of 
item Lucian. in Philopatr. = 


Chriſtian Churches. 11 


* third Century, if we may believe the Edicts 
an. ent out by ſome perſecuting Emperors to le- 
on. el and deſtroy them. Thus when the Piety 
fil of Chriſtians was in its utmoſt Perſection, 
„ Churches were diligently erected, and devout- 
the and reſpectfully uſed; and if there be a 
oe vant of ſuch Reſpect now, or a Contempt, 


and Oppoſition againſt it, it only ſhews how 
ready ſome are to ſtep out of the good old 
Paths, and to lead others after them. Never, 
the all the late Days of Confuſion, were the 

Houſes of God prophaned and rifled, under 


MY the Pretence of Religion and Reformation; 
aud nor probably before the Times wherein we 
ena now live, was this folemn Epiſcopal Act of 
dil Conſecration reproach'd and revil'd by any 
thig vho pretend to the Name of Chriſtian. To 
and conclude then, the Precepts of the old Law, 
del the Reaſon of the Thing, and the Practice of 
ver! the firſt Believers, do plead ſtrongly for the 
(cl Holineſs and devour Uſage of Churches: And 
lou | ſhall therefore go on in the ſecond Place, to 
ver mew what ſhould be the Reſult and Conſe- 
the quence of ſuch Holinels. 


Now one Conſequence of this Holinels, is 
the Separation from all common and civil 
ily Vles. 8 | | 
Holineſs, to whatſoever Perſon or Thing it 
I is apply'd, implies ſome fort of Separation. 
MJ This Attribute is in God the great Diſtance . 
'opil of his Nature and Will from Inconſtancy and 
chin lImperfection: It is in Creatures a Freedom 
=_ *” | C 2 from 


be: 
S 
= 
. 
5 


12 The Holineſs of © 
from all F:/thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit ; and 
the relative Holineſs of Places and Times, is 
the Separation of them from all Uſes nor ſa- 
cred and religious. The Places therefore that 
are accounted holy, are for that Reaſon to be 
employ'd only in the Service of Religion: 
W hattocver is dedicated to God, is by that ſo- 
lemn Act of Dedication made ſo entirely his, 
that the Application of it to civil Uſes, tho 
jointly with facred, is one Degree of Sacri- 
lege. Iris reſuming at leaſt a part of what is 
already another's, and beſtowing God's Share 
upon the unrighteous Mammon. 

Our bleſſed Lord, who was throughout his 
whole Life meek and lowly of Heart, ye 
ſhew'd a remarkable and exemplary Zeal, in 
turning the Money Changers, and thoſe that 
fold Doves, out of the outer Court of thc 
Temple; he thought, and by that raught us 
to do the like, that ſecular Buſineſs, tho' in 


the Conſequence of it for the Service of reli- 


gious Worthip, was yet a Prophanation of that 
ſacred Place: Make not, ſaith he, my Father's 
Houſe a Houſe of Merchandiſe. If the Son 

of God manifeſted lo much Zeal for a Place 
Whoſe Service was ſpeedily to be aboliſh'd, 
how much ſhould we his Diſciples expreſs for 


thoſe Places, where a more laſting and hea- } 


venly Worſhip is eſtabliſh'd, where his Death 
and Sufferings are ſo uſefully commemorated, 
and the Means and Pledges of Salvation ad- 
miniſter'd in the Chriſtian Sacrifice? 1 

| : | ut 


But the Separation of ſacred Places from 
common Uſes, is not only juſt in reſpect of 
God to whom they belong, but expedient in 
reſpect of our ſelves. The religious Duties 
will be perform'd with greater Attention, Se- 
riouſneſs and Devotion, when not diſturb'd by 


ſecular Buſineſs. Theſe holy Places ſo care- 


fully ſeparated, and ſo reverently uſed, will 
prove ſo many ſeaſonable Admoniſhers of our 
Duty, and effectually remind us of that great 
and important Buſineſs that ſhould be mana- 
ged there. The Remembrance of any great 
Affair is generally affix'd ro the Place where it 
it hath been tranſacted, and recurs to our 
Thoughts as oft as we come thither: And 
theretore if the Houle of God were indifferently 
made ule of for worldly and religious Matters, 
we ſhould be there in great Danger of attend- 
ing the divine Worſhip with all the Abſence 


and Diſſipation of Mind : The Man upon theſe. 


Occaſions would have the better of the Chri- 
ſtian, and the Zeal for our temporal Intereſts 
would overbear all Attention to ſpiritual. E- 
very worldly Affection would find ſome Mat- 
ter of Encouragement from a Place fo ſecular- 
ly employ'd, and would diſturb our moſt ſo- 
lemn Addreſſes with ſinful and unſeaſonable 
Avocations. We ſhould thus be led by the 
Deceitfulneſs of our Hearts, which are ready 
to embrace every worldly Occaſion, to mock 
the Searcher of Hearts with infincere and 
wandring Deyotions, and of, Prayers, by a 

” dreadful 
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dreadful tho' a deſerv'd Severity, would be 
turn'd into Sin. 

It is a matter of as great Importance, as the 
obtaining every thing we want can be, 79g 
pray with the Spirit and the Underſtanding ; 
but we are wont to miſtake, or at leaſt are not 
willing to employ the Means of doing ſo. 
Tho' God, whoſe Majeſty fills Heaven and 
Earth, hears every where, yet we are not fit 
every where to pray to him, but the Govern- 
ment of our Thoughts, when we do to, is 
very much aſſiſted by the Separation of the 
Place to no other but religious Buſineſs. If 
our Affections were not in the Chanel of the 
World, if they could be recall'd to a devout 
and ſpiritual Diſpoſition at one Thought, that 
is, if we were not Mortals and Sinners, we 
might with equal Convenience and Benefit /:f? 
#p in all Places holy Hands to Cod; but the 
carnal State of human Minds will not admit 
of ſuch a Latitude. All of us, notwithſtand- 
ing the Aſſiſtance of holy Times and Places, 


— — * — 3 8 — 4 - 
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the moſt guilty of this Omiſſion, who are the 
leaſt ſenſible of ir. The Separation therefore 
of Churches to religious Ules only, is juſtifi- 
ed by the ſpiritual Effects of it, and tends, as 
every humble Chriſtian muſt experimentally 
know, to the more devout and attentive Per- 
formance of our Prayers. 


Secondly, 


14 The Holmeſs of - 


'# are more or leſs deficient in a due Attention 
. upon our Devotion; and they generally are 


lic 
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Secondly, Another Conſequence of the Ho- 
lineſs of Places, is the Decency of their Stru- 
cture and Ornaments. E 
The decent Structure of Churches is a pro- 
Der Expreſſion of Reſpect to that divine Maje- 
y to whom they are dedicated. Whatſoever Bl 
is mean, indecent, and apt to raiſe Contempt Will 
in the Beholders, is unworthy of bearing any bn 
Relation to the Lord of Heaven and Earth. 0 
The Expences upon the Ornaments of divine 
Worſhip are but a ſmall Return to him, who 
hath given us all we have, and who needs not in 
this Tribute of our Bounty , but with kind 1 
Condeſcenſion accepts it for our own ſake, not 
his own. When Men exceed in the Profuſe- 1 
neſs of their own Dwellings, and have no Re- 110 
gard to the neceſſary Decency of God's Houſe; 0 
when they have nothing to ſpare from their 
faſhionable and expenſive Pleaſures for their 
Maker's Glory; when they can without Shame 
and Remorſe dwell in Cedars, while the Ark 
of God is only in Tents; when the Church is 
the dirticſt and moſt indecent Place they ever 
come to, how little Senſe have ſuch of God's 
paſt Favours, what Expectation can they have 
of any in Futurity ? 8 
The Prophet juſtly reproach'd the 7eus for 
grudging the Expence of their Worſhip, and 1 
offering only the Blind and Lame in Sacrifice *: l 
If ye offer the Blind for Sacrifice, is it not 


— 


** 
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Mal. i. 8. 


Evil? 
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. itual 

? Evil? And if ye offer the Lame and Sick , cn 
4 is it not Evil? Offer it now unto thy Gover- prele 
1 nor, will he be pleas'd with thee, or accept =. 
1 thy Perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? But by G 
4 how much is this ſinful Parſimony of the had e 
I Jews follow'd, and exceeded by ſome who nifice 
J bear the Name of Chriſtians? How many a- to in 
4 mongſt us who would not yet be thought Un- Reve 
1 believers, would reckon their Wealth ſpent plac', 
it in the worſt manner, when laid out upon Re. on te 
ligion, and are ſo much more Lovers of Plea. with 
fare than Lovers of God, as to ſubſcribe more vency 
chearfully to the erecting of a Theatre or a than 
Play-Houſe, than to the repairing or the re- 1 ſufff 

building of a Church? Hl” lo mu 

The ſolemn Decency of Places ſet apart for 38 to: 

Divine Worſhip, makes them better anſwer eſt Ci 

their End, and abundantly juſtifies the pious break: 

and well- meant Liberality that is exerted in One 

this way. Such Places, when built with Pro- which 

ortion, and adorn'd with ſome Degree of the 7 

Splendor, do of courſe ſtrike a greater Awe Beam 

and Reverence upon the Beholder. We are And | 

apt, by human Prejudices, to judge of the Per- Day 

ſon by the things about him; and therefore ſand. 

we ſhould approach God's Preſence with leſs fe - 
Chearfulneſs and leſs Care, when we muſt do Ages 

it in Buildings unworthy of him, and of the ing th 
important Buſineſs to which they are dedica- that J 

ted. The Senſes and the Imagination muſt go 3 


along with the Spirit and Underſtanding in 
true Devotion; nor are we ſo ä 
| ritua 


. 


ſome Benefit from ſenſible Objects and Re- 
prelentations. | 1 

For this Reaſon the Houſe that was built 
by God's own Appointment and Direction, 
had every thing about it ſo ſplendid and mag- 
nificent as to ſtrike the Senſes, and thereby 
to impreſs upon their Minds a more devout 
Reverence towards thar Majeſty which had 
placd his Name there. There is no Queſti- 
on to be made but the devout Fews could 
with greater Attention, Seriouſneſs and Fer- 


than in any other Place; and of this we have 
a ſufficient Proof in holy David, who valu'd 
ſo much the Opportunity of worſhipping there, 
as to account the Excluſion from it the ſever- 
eſt Circumſtance of his Exile, and therefore 
breaks out into theſe Expreſſions of Devotion, 
One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, 
which I will ſeek after, that I may dwell in 
the Houſe of the Lord, to behold the fair 
Beauty of the Lord, and to viſit his Temple. 
And he obſerves in another Place, that oe 
Day in God's Courts is better than a thou- 
ſand. e No 

It is certain that the Chriſtians in the firſt 
Ages were as diligent and bountifal in adorn- 
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ritual in our religious Affection as not to find 


vency, offer up their Prayers at the Temple, 


ing their Churches, as the Circumſtances of 
that Time, and the Oppreſſion of the Civil 


— — 0 
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Power would permit. They were Strangers 


to the unaccountable Behaviour of thoſe who 
were profuſe in their own worldly Pleaſures, 
and criminally and unbelievingly frugal in pro- 
moting God's Glory. We have ſome Atreſta- 
tion of this in the ſecond Century, from the 
Scoffer Lucian”, who makes the gilding and 
Magnificence of a Chriſtian Church the Subject 
of his impious Mirth. And the Church of 
Tyre, tho' erected early in the fourth Cen. 


tury, yet according to Euſebius's Deſcription, 


 equall'd the Magnificence of any that were 
erected afterwards. The Decency of Chur. 
ches was not the Effect of grow ing Superſti- 
tion, but was ſo much antecedent to it as to 
be obſerv'd at the time when Piety and Chri- 


ſtian Diſcipline ſtill flouriſh'd; and when the 


Generality of Believers worſhipp'd Gd in 
Spirit and Truth, they likewile to the bell 
of their Power endeayour'd to do {o in the 
Beauty of Holineſs. ON 

Thirdly, Another Conſequence of the Ho- 


lineſs of Places, is, a reſpectful Behaviour | 


when we are in them. | 
This is moſt certainly neceſſary in the im- 
mediate Preſence of the Sovereign of the 
World, upon whoſe Acceptance of our Ad- 
dreſſes our preſent and future Happineſs whol- 
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i Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. 10. cap. 4. 
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ly depends. External Behaviour is the reſult 
of inward Reverence, and is therefore part of 
our Duty to God, whom we are to worſhip 22 
Body as well as Hpirit. As we would not 
be wanting in outward Reſpect to an earthl 
Prince or Superior, much leſs ſhould we be fo 
before him, whom the Heaven, and Hea- 


ven of Heavens cannot contain; and as 


we would not defeat the Succeſs of our Pe- 
tition by an aukward Dreſs or indecent Deport- 
ment, we ſhould expreſs a proportionable Care 
in offering up thoſe Prayers which are to tranſ- 
act the great Affair of Salvation. 

It is obſervable that the greateſt Kings and 
Emperors paid that Reſpect to Churches, in 
the fourth Century, as to diveſt themſelves 
both of their Guards and regal Ornaments 


proach'd the Preſcnce of the King of Kings, 


This Cuſtom is employ'd by the Fathers of 
that time, as an Argument to perſuade all In- 
feriors by the Examples of their Kings, to a 
decent Reſpect and Humility whenſoever the 

enter'd the Church; and the Uſe I ſhould now 


make of that Cuſtom, is to reproach the 


thoughtieis Negligence and indecent Behaviour 


of many during Divine Worſhip, who in Ap- 


pearance expreſs lets Reverence to the Lord 


D 2 | of 


whenever they came thither. They quitted 
all Marks of Sovereignty when they ap- 


and thought themſelves oblig'd to as humble 
and reſpectful Homage as the meaneſt Subject. 


20 Ihe Holineſs of 
of all things, than they commonly do to any 
Superior, upon a trifling Occaſion. 

An inward Sincerity will of courſe influence 
the outward Deportment; but where one is 
wanting, there is great reaſon to ſuſpect the 
Abſence of the other. It is poſſible, that the 
external Character of Religion may be wore 
without the Concurrence of the Affections, 
but it never ſo happens (nor is it poſſible that 
it ſhould) that the real Power of Godlinel; 
ſhould thrive and grow without the external 
Form of it. The Mind will ſhine through 
the Veil of Fleſh that covers it, and will ex- 
prels its religious Diſpoſitions by the turn of 
the Countenance, and the decent Deportment 
and humble Geſtures of the Body. Hypocrily 
did not of itſelf invent theſe Forms of Devo- 
tion, but tranſcrib'd them from the common 
Appearances of true Religion, and afterwards 
abus'd them to worldly and wicked Purpoſes; 
but in the mean time as the Behaviour of the 
Hypocrite is an Imitation of that of the truly 
Devout, it is a ſufficient Atteſtation that the 
external Forms of Religion are in the Senſc 
of Mankind the Indications of ſerious and de- 
vout Diſpoſitions. True Religion was the firli 
Parent of theſe recciv'd Expreffions of out- 

ward Revercnce in the Worſhip of God, and 
_ Hypocriſy did but adopt them; but the Rea- 
ſonablenels of the Practice ſuffers no more by 
this Chear, than Truth and Reality by Fiction 
and Imitation. ws 


Men 
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Men were ſo much prompted by Nature to 
expreſs their inward Reverence to God by 
bodily Signs and Geſtures, that there was leis 
Occaſion to require and ſpecify them in the 
New Teſtament. It is obſervable that the 
Chriſtians from the beginning uſed that Poſture 
in Prayer, which was the moſt expreſſive of 
Reſpect, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Countrey where they livid. If we take the 
Viſion of the twenty four Elders in the Re- 
welations to be a Repreſentation of the Me- 
thods of Worthip then in uſe, the Churches of 
Aſia where St. John liv'd, muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have uſed Proſtration in their Prayers and 
Thankſigivings to God. The eaſtern Nations, be- 
ing more vehement in their Sentiments and the 
Ways of expreſſing them than others, uſed this 
ſort of Proſtration to their Princes, and from 
thence made it a religious Rite, which is re- 
tain'd in the Cree Church to this Day; but 
the Weſtern Nations being accuſtom'd to do 
Homage only by kneeling, have generally e- 
ſtabliſh'd this Poſture for religious Worſhip. 
Moſt certainly it is very fitting and reaſon- 
able that we ſhould uſe that Poſture in Adora- 
tion, which is moſt expreſſive of Reſpect, by 
the Practice and Cuſtom of the Place where we 
live; and if we can without Offence kneel in 


addreſſing an earthly Sovereign, how readily 0 
ſhould we ſhew the ſame outward Reverence "| 
to him who is King of Kings, and Lord of 1 
Lords? To conclude, the Goſpel, as ſpiri- 6 
len "oy rual || 0 
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tual as it is, yet relates to Body as well as 
Soul; Religion is the Work of the whole Man, 


and is not only teſtified by the outward Ge- 


ſtures and Ceremonies of Worſhip, but is like- 
wiſe very much improv'd by the decent and 
diſcreet Uſe of them. | 

Theſe are the ſeveral Conſequences of the 
relative Holineſs of Places, namely, a Separa- 
tion of them from civil and common Ules, the 
Decency of their Structure and Ornaments, 
and a reſpectful and ſerious Behaviour when- 
ſoever we are in them. But two Things are 
ſtill farther obſervable from this Subject. 

Firſt, That this Care in dedicating and beau- 
tify ing Churches, tho' it tends, as it certain- 
ly doth, to the Glory of God, yet this is not 
the only Reaſon of its Uſefulneſs. 


It is a Matter of Expediency as well as Du- 


ty, and is requir'd and expected from us for 
our own fake. We our ſelves are ſufficiently 
repaid by thoſe ſerious and devout Sentiments, 
which the external Decency of a holy Place 
will naturally inſpire us withal, and are there- 
fore to lay the Expences of this ſort, not to 
the Almighty's Score, but to our own. We 
our ſelves are the Gainers even at preſent by 
ſuch Liberality, and may juſtly put the Que- 


ſtion in Fob, Can a Man be prafitable 10 


God, as he that is wiſe is profitable to him- 
elf? e 


k Chap. xxli. 2. 


But 
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But it is fart her obſervable, from what hath 1 
been ſaid, that external Religion, with the * 
Rites and Ceremonies of it, doth in the Con- h | 
ſequence at leaſt tend to promote real Piety. | 
This is not a Matter of that ſinful and dan- | WY 
gerous Superſtition, as our Enemies would ſug- Wh 
geſt; nor of that Indifference, as ſome delu- "MM 
ded Friends too readily believe. There are WW 
ſome inſtructive and ſignificant Repreſenta- 
tions that ſtrike the Senſes, and raiſe the Af | | 
fections to ſpiritual Things. We are not An- * 
gels but Men, Men cloath'd with Bodies, and 
in ſome degree govern'd by the Imagination, 
and have therefore need of all theſe external | kan 
Helps, till we come to the perfect Man, to | 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of i: 
Chriſt And they who think that ſuch Aſſi- 
ſtance is unneceſſary, either preſume too much 
upon their own Strength, or judge very falſly 
of the Extent of Chriſtian Perfection. In 
ſhort, tho' inward and habitual Holineſs be 
the ultimate End of the divine Diſpenſations, 
yet external Religion is an uſeful Means of 
promoting it ; cach of them hath its juſt 
Bounds: And therefore as we would not beſo 
carnal as to fall ſhort of the one, ſo neither 
ſhould we, in this imperfect State, pretend to | 
be ſo ſpiritual and abſtracted, as to neglect the . 
other. | 08 
The Application I would make of all that |! 
bath been ſaid upon this Subject, is to recall | Wy 
your Thoughts to this ſolemn ACt of Conſe- | ny 
cration, 
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cration, and to thoſe great Bleſſings which 1 
preſume you underſtand and value, and of 
which you are now put into Poſſeſſion. Your 


Joy upon this Occaſion, is ſuch as becomes 
Chriſtians ſincerely and devoutly thanktul for 


the Means of Salvation thus brought to their 
Doors. The Benefits of Chriſtianity, which 
are greater than human Reaſon could ſuggeſt, 
or human Merit and Abilities claim, and could 
only be purchaſed by the Mediation of the Son 
of God, are now more eftectually ſecured to 
you by the frequent Opportunities of decent 
Worſhip, and the regular Adminiſtration of 


the Sacraments. You have now, my Bre- 


thren, the Comfort (and may you ever be ſo 
juſt and wiſe in your Sentiments as to think 
it ſo) of offering henceforward your Addreflcs 


to God in his Houſe, and after his Will; of 


having your Children initiated into a ſaving 
Covenant by publick Baptiſm, and of being 


your ſelves confirm'd and ſtrengthen'd in that 
Covenant by the Lord's Supper. 


The primitive Chriſtians when they cele- 
brated, as they did by ſolemn and never: for- 
gotten Anniverſaries, the Dedication of their 
Churches, made the ſucceſsful Propagation, 
and the undiſturb'd Exerciſe of their holy Re- 
ligion, one great part of their joy ful Medita- 
tions. They commemorated upon thoſe Oc- 
caſions, the Triumphs of Chriſtian Knowledge 
over Pagan Ignorance and Superſtition, of 
Truth over Errors and Herefies, and of Peace 

Over 
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over the Oppreſſion and Perſecution of civil 
Power. They then recollected the comforta- 
ble Promiſe that our bleſſed Lord made to his 
faithful Followers, of being with them to the 
End of the World; and that the Gates of Hell 
ſhould nor, as they have never yet done, pre- 
vail againſt his Church. Nor ſhould we 
therefore be wanting, upon this pious and ſo- 
lema Occaſion, to remember the happy Eſta- 
bliſhmenr and frequent Deliverances of our 
own excellent Church, for whoſe Welfare, a- 
midſt many threatning Storms, we ſhould be 
as thankful, and as ſolicitous for the Conti- 
nuance of it, as the primitive Chriſtians were 
for theirs. It is now our Comfort, as it will 
hereafter be our Happineſs, that in ſtriving 
earneſtly with Zeal and Perſeverance for the 
Doctrines of this our Church, we contend not 
for human Deciſions, and unedifying and ſpe- 
culative Conjectures, but for a Form of ſound 
Words, for the Faith once deliver'd to the 
Jaznks. | : | 
The Excellency of our Eccleſiaſtical Conſti- 
tution, both in reſpect of Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, deſerves a large Share in our Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, which will {till appear the more 
conſpicuous, when compar'd with the Defects 
and Blemiſhes of many parts of Chriſtendom. 
In ſome Places an Ignorance of the Goſpel, 
like Agyptian Darkneſs, ſeems to prevail; in 
others the Chriſtian Faith, tho' known and 
profeſs d in its main Points, is yet defaced by 
Ss Popiſh 
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Popiſh and groſs Superſtition ; in others, 
where Truth is eſtabliſh'd, free both from Ig- 
norance and Superſtition, yet even there lit- 
tle or none of the primitive Diſcipline is re- 
tain'd, no Miſſion or uninterrupted Succeſſion 
of Clergy, and conſequently no very regular 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. We need 
only to obſerveithe Defects or Exceſſes of o- 
ther Churches, in order to be convinc'd of the 
Excellency of our own; and it is the Igno- 
rance of both one and the other, that makes 
ſome amongſt us ſo little Friends to that Com- 
munion into which they were baptiz'd, and 
in which they profeſs Hope of Salvation. This 
iolemn Act of Conſecration now perform'd by 
Epiſcopal Hands, ſhould remind us of one 
great Inſtance of Happineſs, which we above 
molt of the reform'd Churches enjoy, which 
is an Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy of Bithops, Pricſts 
and Deacons, ſuch as was eſtabliſh'd in the A- 
poſtolical Age, and by a regular Succeſſion 
hath continu'd to this Time. 

But if our Church agree in its Hierarchy 
with ſome, and its Doctrine with others, yet 
there is one thing peculiar to it, for which 
we are bound to praiſe and thank the divine 
Goodncls, and that is our excellent Liturgy. 
This is ſingly our own, without Rival or Ex- 
ample, and may without Preſumption be ac- 
counted the belt human Compoſure extant. It 
is with great Propriety call'd the Common Pray: 
er, ſince it is ſo much ſuited to the common 
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Capacities and Conditions of every one; it is 
neither below the Saint nor above the Sinner, 
bur enables us to ask with Decency for eyery 
thing that Nature can want, or Chriſtianity can 
claim. The Ceremonies that are preſcrib'd by 
our Rubrick are few bur ſignificant, ſuch as 
are in the due mean between Indecency and 
Superſtition, and are well fitted both to ex- 
preſs and raiſe the devout Affections of a ſe- 

rious Petitioner. 8 
What remains then but earneſtly to entreat 
you, that the Proſperity of this Church, fo 
primitive in its Faith, ſo regular in its Diſci- 
pline, and fo judicious and decent in its Wor- 
ihip, ſhould be the Subject of your Cares and 
daily Interceſſion with Heaven, that you 
would pray for the Peace of our feruſalem, 
and be aſſur'd that they will proſper who 
love it; that you would not only ſtrengthen 
it by your Zeal and good Wiſhes, but endea- 
vour to adorn it by your Examples, and 
thereby remove the only Objection that 
our Enemies can juſtly make, which is the 
Inconſiſtency of our Practice with our Profel- 
ſion. In order to this let me perſuade You in 
particular, who are the Inhabitants of this 
Town, to be as diligent in reſorting to this 
Place now dedicated to God's Service, as you 
have been in building and endowing it, and 
whenever you do fo, to bring along with you 
ſuch Preparation as is ſuitable to the Ap- 
proaches before that Almighty Soyereign, to 
5 whom 
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whom by Epiſcopal Dedication it now more 
peculiarly belongs; by thus devoutly and fre- 
quently uſing this earthly Sanctuary, you may 
one Day be aſſur'd of a joy ful Admiſſion in- 
to that heavenly Sanctuary, whither Chriſt 
our Fore-runer 1s gone before us. | 
To which bleſſed Place may we all find 
Entrance, through the Merits of our eternal 
and only Redeemer eſis Chriſt; to whom 
with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be all Glo- 
ry now and for ever. | 
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whom by Epiſcopal Dedication it now more 
peculiarly belongs; by thus devoutly and fre. 


quently uſing this earthly Sanctuary, you ma 
one Day be aſſur'd of a joyful Admiſſion Ke 


to that heavenly Sanctuary, whither Chriſt 


our Fore-runer is gone before us. — 
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To which bleſſed Place may we all find 


Entrance, through the Merits of our eternal 
and only Redeemer eſis Chriſt; to whom 
with the Father, and Holy Spirit, be all Glo- 


ry now and for ever. 
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